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Nizamu'1-Mulk had foreseen this calamity as early as
1723 when he appealed to the Emperor that the Mughal
Government should not be blind to the danger of allowing
the political developments of the countries contiguous to
India to take their own course. It was of manifest importance
that the Government did not neglect to watch the conse-
quences and reactions of those developments on the fortunes
of the Empire. But amid the general demoralization nobody
paid any attention to the words of the wise man.

It is reported by Munshl Mansa Ram, secretary of Nizam-
u'l-Mulk, in his history, Ma?athir-i-Mzami, that Nadir Shah,
before his departure, asked Nizamu'1-Mulk to undertake the
responsibility of the Government of the Indian Empire and
said: "You deserve the Empire and not Muhammad Shah.
I want to make you the Emperor of India and leave with
you ten thousand of my intrepid soldiers who will peel off
the skin of those who refuse to acknowledge you.55 To this
Nizamu'1-Mulk replied: "To be an Emperor such qualities
of greatness are required as I, your humble servant, do
not possess." Nadir asked: "How do you mean by this?"
Nizamu'1-Mulk said: "I and my ancestors have, from ancient
times, been in the service of the king of Delhi. Such an im-
propriety of conduct on my part will make me notorious as
one untrue to salt." Nadir Shah appreciated the significance
of these remarks and praised Nizamu'l-Mulk's loyalty and
devotion.1

*Ma*dthir-i-Nizami; Mzamu'l-Mtdk's Testament (Daftar-i-DiwanS).